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Dear Gamer; 


Talking about puppy dogs... 

I remember the good feeling I had when I was given my first puppy. I 
couldn’t stop playing with it. Except for meals, and homework (done 
grudgingly), all my waking hours were spent with that puppy. 

I’m also a gamer. And I’ve developed a similar pre-occupation with games, 
mainly-games of strategy. I can’t seem to put them down. 

The company I’m lucky enough to work for understands this fascination. 
That’s why they keep publishing new games, every other month it seems. 

And being a hard-core gamer, they’ve saddled me with the task of telling 
others like myself about these new games. I’ll do my best, I told them... as 
long as it doesn’t take me away from playtesting new games for too long a time. 

So that I can get back to playtesting FIREPOWER, our new offering for 
’85, this letter will be short. But I think it necessary to explain briefly what we’ve 
done in the way of presenting new games for your enjoyment. 


SECOND WORLD WAR—STILL THE MOST POPULAR AREA OF GAMING! 


BANZATI is the first module for the award-winning UP FRONT game, 
dealing obviously with the Japanese theatre. Remember—you have to have UP 
FRONT in order to play BANZAI. 


HITLER’S WAR is not a brand new game. But we’ve re- 
designed the mapboard and updated the rules to this popular 
epic we rescued from its former out-of-business publisher. 


What is brand new is the series of 8 additional SQUAD 
LEADER Mapboards. These mapboards are all geomorphic, 
designed eventually for use in the ADVANCED SQUAD 
LEADER system due out next July. But the mapboards are 
available as accessory items NOW. 


IT’S ROLE-PLAYING 10 to 1 


Board game fanatics like myself find it hard to believe that role-players 
outnumber us about 10 to 1. But that’s the figure that is bantered about by those 
in the know. ‘‘If you can’t beat’em, then join’em’’, as the saying goes. The 
Avalon Hill Game Company has done just that. Without sacrificing board game 
quality, they’ve created a role-playing department for the express purpose of 
getting their ‘‘fair share’’ of the role-playing market. 


Last spring, their first role-playing games were introduced; POWERS & 
PERILS and LORDS OF CREATION. And just this past summer, at the various 
game conventions, add-on modules were offered for sale—at considerable glee to 
owners of the basic sets. TOWER OF THE DEAD and YETI SANCTION are 
new adventure modules for POWERS & PERILS and LORDS OF CREATION 
respectively. 


RUNEQUEST—NUMERO UNO IN GREAT BRITAIN 


To solidify their commitment to role-playing, The Avalon Hill Game 
Company assumed production of the ever-popular RUNEQUEST series, with 
former publisher Chaosium, Inc. retained as consultants. 


Chaosium has presented us with a completely re-designed 
system. Affectionately known as ‘‘RQ3’’, the latest version is 
the third and most revamped version, which makes the earlier 
editions obsolete. Fortunately, ‘‘RQ3’’ includes material that 
explains how current owners can update their original editions. 


Briefly, here’s what’s been done with the game that was voted, ‘“‘Best Role- 
Playing System’’ at Games Day, London! Three versions are available; the least 
expensive is the ‘‘Players Box’’. This version includes all one needs to play the 


game. The “‘Gamemasters Box’’ requires either the ‘‘Players Box’’ or someone 
who knows how to play. The ‘‘Deluxe’’ version combines the two. 


IN PURSUIT OF A BETTER TRIVIA GAME! 


No—I can’t take credit for this attempt at a play on words. But I will take 
credit for helping formulate the concept of our summer hit, GAME OF TRIVIA. 
Since its introduction last spring, it has become our leading seller. And I mention 
it in this letter only as a reminder that it continues to get raves in consumer 
journals around the country. Baltimore Magazine, The Washingtonian, and 
Games Magazine all rate it as the best of the trivia games. 


Our feedback indicates that it has become an extremely 
popular gift item; the game has been produced with top quality 
components befitting an item that’s truly a ‘‘subtle 
compliment”’ to the recipient. 


Also scoring high is INVENTIONS; a unique party game for the book store 
aficionado. Just reading the descriptions of the funny patents is worth the price 
of the game alone. 


THE FULL LINE! STAPLES IN THE INDUSTRY! 


For those who don’t know how extensive our complete line happens to be, 
we’ve included several brochures. 


The first describes the games in our fastest growing division, Microcomputer 
Games. The variety of games in this division covers a wider spectrum of gaming 
interests than that of any other software manufacturer. We are truly committed 
to quality here. 


And that’s true in the board game end! To prove this 
point, you will notice SINAI FRONT on the cover of the full 
line brochure. This game would not play well. Last minute 
adjustments to play balance did not correct the flaws. So we 


pulled it from the line at the 11th hour; even though we were 
already promoting it to stores. It’s better to suffer this 
embarrassment, than that of actually having the game land in 
the hands of the public. 


We are proud of all the other items, however, many of which have been in 
the line since the company’s beginning 26 years ago. We can say they’ve ‘‘stood 
the test of time’’. 


“*To play a game by The Avalon Hill Game Company is an exhilarating 
challenge; to give one a subtle compliment’’ is the theme that is as appropriate 
today as it was when first used 26 years ago. 


The Avalon Hill Game Company thinks they’ve truly outdone themselves in 
quality with the introduction of their new products. The proof, however, is in the 
pudding. 

Like owning a puppy dog, you don’t want to stand still 
too long in one place—I suggest you move out right now to see 
these new games at your favorite game store. 

Failing in that, you can always order directly from The Avalon Hill Game 
Company. They’ll make great gifts—for yourself, for a friend, or a relative. 


Cordially, 
THE AVALON HILL GAME COMPANY 


Ludlo Bing 
Gamer/Public Relations 
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